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We may therefore understand why as Baija tells us u on Ihc very dwj
on which Prabhakaravardhana's death was rumoured, His Majesty
Grahavarman was, by the wicked lord of Malava cut off from the
living along with his noble deeds. Bajyasri, the princess, had also,
been confined like a brigand's wife with a pair of iron fetters kissing
her feet and cast into prison at Kanyakubja, There was moreover a
report that the villain, deeming the army leadcrle&s, proposed to invade
and seize this country as well."l From this account it may be
concluded that D5va Gupta on hearing of the rumoured death of
Prabhafcaravardhana invaded Kanauj, the capital of the Maukharis
and in the fight which must have ensued Grahavarman lost his life,
his queen waa imprisoned in her own capital, which indicates that
Deva- Gupta must have, been at least in temporary occupation of
that .city and from there made future phtns of invading the territory
of the Maukhari allies, the Puspabhutis.
4,   The Later Gupta and Gauda Alliance.
Although Baaa does not  mention this, it may be   presumed  Unit
Deva  G-upta  would not have dared   to   invade the Maukhfiri capital
if he had not already  made   the   alliance   with  the Gaudas.     I)ova
Gupta  could   not  naturally  make   any   alliance   with   the    rulers
of Kamarupa  especially  because  his father  Mahasena  Gupta  was
a king, who, as the Aphsad stone inscription  reveals, was  ** marked
with honour of victory over the illustrious  Susthitavarman " and the
glories  of  this   triumph  were   in  the   days   of   JLdibyasena   "still
constantly  sung:  on  the  banks  of  the Loliitya"3    Susthitavarman
could never have been a Maukhari as has been often suggested," for the
predecessor of  Grahavarman.  on the Maukhari   throne was   Avanti-
varman and not  Susthitavarman,  who  is clearly referred to  in the
ffidhanpur grant of Bhaskaravarman,  the king of Kamarupa,   as hia
father  and  as   one  who  married  SyamadevI   and had   the title of
of  Mrg&hka.*    Mahasena   Gupta   and   Susthitavarman   must   have
fought a great naval battle on the Lauhitya  (Brahmaputra)  and the
glories of this success appear to have passed on to  generations.   It
has been contended that *' it was impossible for a king of Malava to
reach the banks of the  Lauhitya without strenuous opposition from
the kings/'5   We know that the Later G-upta and Maukhari conflict
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